Career and college exploration. For all students. Together.

All Grades Activities
Quick Ideas for Teachers —page 1

Quick and simple ideas that teachers can incorporate into their classroom.

Decorating for DiscoverU —page 2

Create awareness by decorate your door with images that foster career and college exploration.

Teacher’s Career Pathway —page 3

Students will have the opportunity to hear and learn from their teacher’s college experience,
with success, challenges, and overall college experience.

Activity Days —page 4

Easily implement the Activity Days at your school, organization, or community space as a quick
and simple way to start the conversations around career and college.

For additional resources and to sign up for the DiscoverU newsletter, visit our website at

www.discoveruwa.org

QUICK IDEAS FOR TEACHERS
DiscoverU is an exciting week for students across Seattle and South King County to explore college
and career options! DiscoverU provides an opportunity for us to highlight the importance of education
beyond high school and have fun with career exploration.
Below are a few simple ways that teachers can incorporate DiscoverU into their classroom. Be creative
and put college and career exploration in the spotlight!
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Decorate your classroom door displaying colleges and career paths in the region (All Grades)
Share your college and career path with students (All Grades)
School teachers and staff wear college or career gear (All Grades)
o Young students especially love it when their teachers dress up! Whether that’s a
business suit you wouldn’t normally wear, medical scrubs, or a lab coat. Wearing the
outfit a professional might wear in another career is a great conversation starter!
Display your own career path in your classroom door or around your classroom, and display
the different pathways you took to arrive where you are today (All Grades)
o For example, you might add… When I was (age of students you teach) I wanted to be a
______. My first job was ______. My favorite things about my job are ______. If I wasn’t
a teacher, I’d be a ______.
Highlight a career(s) that relates to the subject matter you teach (All Grades)
o For example, a math teacher might highlight carpentry, architecture or engineering.
o Make sure to talk about what kind of education is required to achieve that career.
o You could feature one career each day of the week, or even the rest of the school year!
Facilitate a conversation about an everyday object students use or consume (e.g. smartphone,
ice cream, Seahawks football game) and brainstorm the jobs that helped develop,
manufacture, sell, distribute and/or maintain that item (All Grades)
o Assign a recorder to write down the jobs students list.
o Reflect on the list and what it means for career opportunities in the future.
Discuss how the skills students learn in your class, connect to careers in our region (MS/HS)
o For example, written and oral communication, word processing, problem solving, time
management, flexibility/adaptability, teamwork and collaboration are all skills
employers look for that students use in class throughout the year.
o You might start the conversation by talking about the skills you need as a teacher, then
students can talk about the careers they’re interested in and the skills they might need.
o Have students discuss what they’re good at and what skills they’d like to improve upon.
Have story time and read a career-related book (Elementary)
o Find the “Elementary DiscoverU Book List” at www.discoveruwa.org.
Have students draw a picture or comic of their future selves (Elementary/MS)
o You can select a time frame (beginning of senior year, high school graduation, freshman
year of college, college graduation) and even email their pictures to them later!

For additional resources and to sign up for the DiscoverU newsletter, visit our website at

www.discoveruwa.org
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Decorating for DiscoverU
TARGET GRADES

Elementary school, middle school, high school, and school staff!

OBJECTIVE

Create awareness by decorate your door with images that foster college and career exploration.

MATERIALS
Decorating ideas
•
•
•

School pennants and posters
Teacher pictures or name plates with alma mater and/or major listed. May add a sentence like,
“Ask me about majoring in Communications,” or “Ask me about going to college out-of-state,”
or something similar.
Anything else!

PREP TIME REQUIRED

Varies on the martials wanted to be used.

PREP STEPS

Gather all necessary and wanted materials to decorate the doors.

ACTIVITY TIME REQUIRED
10+ minutes

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS

Career Mural: Put up a large length of blank paper and have students draw pictures (or write words)
about what they want to be when they grow up.
• Famous Figures Posters: Have students identify someone famous or successful in a particular
industry and make a poster of them. They might include that person’s education or any awards they
received. Examples of categorical or industry-based awards that can help in the search include:
o Nobel Prizes in physics, chemistry, physiology of medicine, literature, peace and economic
sciences
o Pritzker Architecture Prize
o Pulitzer Prizes
o Kennedy Center Honors
o NAACP Image Awards
o Coretta Scott King Award
o American Latino Media Arts Award (ALMA Award)
To help with brainstorming people, students may want to brainstorm famous companies they know, or
the inventors of products they use.

•

For additional resources and to sign up for the DiscoverU newsletter, visit our website at

www.discoveruwa.org
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Teacher’s Career Pathway
TARGET GRADES

Elementary School, Middle School, and High School

OBJECTIVE

Students will have the opportunity to hear and learn from their teacher’s college experience, with
success, challenges, and overall college experience.

MATERIALS

Note cards or paper for students to prepare questions in advance.

PREP TIME REQUIRED
N/A

PREP STEPS
•
•

Have students prepare questions in advance for teachers
Give teachers opportunities to review in advance

ACTIVITY TIME REQUIRED

10 Minutes for question prep
10 minutes for answering questions/ interview

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
•

Flexible as to how teacher wants to structure sharing experience
o Can be structured as a student interviewing a teacher
o Can be done with all teachers during a specific period (not all students will hear the
same teacher)

For additional resources and to sign up for the DiscoverU newsletter, visit our website at

www.discoveruwa.org
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Creating a “beyond high school” culture
starts with the atmosphere surrounding our
students. Put up pathway posters, rock those
collegiate mascots and encourage students
to get involved in decorating.

Talking to students about the education and
jobs that led to your career is an easy way to
get them thinking about the possibilities in their
futures. Tell your pathway story and consider
inviting alumni, families or guests to share too.

Show your school pride by wearing your
college gear! Don’t forget to emphasize all
postsecondary pathways, technical, 2-year
and 4-year (T-2-4).

Has a student ever asked you, “Why do I
need to know this?” Take time on this day to
connect classroom content to careers in our
economy.

This is all about fun and neon! Schools and
community-based organizations will receive a
swag kit to set up their own photo booth.
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